
St o p  St a r ry St o n e w o rt  P ro g ra m
Co n ta in m e n t  & Civic  Org a n izin g  Ap p ro a c h  to  AIS P re ve n t io n



Ove rvie w

● Min n e so t a  - Scop e  a n d  Sca le  o f St a rry 
St on e w ort

● Civic  Org a n izin g  Ou t re a ch
● W h a t  s t e p s  w e  h a ve  t a ke n
● Ou t com e s  t o  Da t e
● Em e rg in g  Ne e d s



Min n e s o t a : La n d  o f… Bo a t s .

8 50 ,0 0 0  re g ist e re d  w a t e rc ra ft  o r,  1 o f 5 Min n e so t a n s h a ve  a  b o a t

6 0 % g o  t o  m o re  t h a n  o n e  la k e



St a rry St o n e w o rt  
Da m a g e s  Aq u a t ic  

Ec o s ys t e m s
- La ke  a n d  rive r re c re a t io n

d e c lin e s,
- Na t ive  s p e c ie s a re  c h oke d  ou t  

b y in va sive  sp e c ie s,
- St a rry st on e w ort  p re fe rs 

b a ss/p a n fish  sp a w n in g  b e d s, 
d e p le t in g  fis h  n u m b e rs ,

- La ke sh ore  p ro p e rt y  va lu e s a re  
im p a c t e d ,

- Ta xp a ye rs d o lla rs c om p e n sa t e  
m a n a g e m e n t  c o s t s  o f AIS.

St a rry St o n e w o rt  re a c h e s  d e p t h s  u p  t o  25 fe e t .
W a te rcra ft s ca n  b e com e  e n t a n g le d  in  t h ick m a t t s of st a rry 

ston e w ort , e ve n  w h e n  it ’s n ot  visib le  from  th e  su rfa ce .



Min n e so ta ’s  Bo a t in g  In d u st ry…. AT RISK: 

$5.5 Billio n  
28 ,0 0 0  MN jo b s  

Fu t u re  o f la k e  e c o lo g y



In  Min n e s o t a , it  is  ille g a l t o  t ra n s p o rt  AIS



9 0 %
o f b o a te rs  kn o w  th e  r is k s o f t ra n sp o rt in g  a q u a t ic  in va s ive  sp e cie s , b e lie ve  it  t o  b e  a  

p ro b le m  a n d  kn o w  th e  s t e p s th e y n e e d  to  t a ke  t o  fu lly 
Cle a n , D ra in , a n d  D ry; ye t  m o s t  d o  n o t  t a k e  a ll o f t h e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a ry.

Re se a rc h  b y Co rn e ll Un ive rs it y, Min n e s o t a  Aq u a t ic  In va s ive  Sp e c ie s  Re s e a rc h  Ce n t e r
(MAISRC), a n d  t h e  Min n e s o t a  Se a  Gra n t  h a s d isc o ve re d : 

Th e  re a s o n  t h e y g ive  is  a  la c k  o f e q u ip m e n t w h e re /w h e n  
t h e y n e e d  it .



Co s t s  o f Ma n a g e m e n t  - La k e  Ko ro n is , MN

St a rry st o n e w o rt  w a s first  d isc o ve re d  in  Min n e so t a  in
20 15 a t  La ke  Ko ro n is.

La k e  Ko ro n is  s p e n d s  $170 ,0 0 0  a n n u a lly  t o  c o n t ro l 
t h e  d e va s t a t in g  e ffe c t s  o f t h is  in va s ive  s p e c ie s .



P re ve n t io n  is  P o w e r fu l - MN is  ju s t  e n t e r in g  
c o n t a in m e n t  p h a s e  o f s t a r ry s t o n e w o r t  m a n a g e m e n t



20 21 - Ext e n t  o f Sp re a d

16  W a t e r  Bo d ie s  -

Pre se nt



20 24  - Ext e n t  o f Sp re a d

27  W a t e r  b o d ie s  

Pre se nt



Ca n  W e  Fla t t e n  t h e  Cu rve ?



AIS Exp lo re r  is  a  Crit ic a l To o l fo r  
St o p  St a rry  P ro g ra m

- Risk  Asse ssm e n t  t o  t a rg e t  
lim it e d  re sou rc e s t o  sp e c ific  
la n d in g s,

- “Co lla b ora t ion s,” a n d  “P a ire d  
P la n n in g ” t oo ls d e m on st ra t e d  
e ffic a c y o f p a rt n e rsh ip s.

Ho w  Did  W e  Ma k e  Up  t h e  
Diffe re n c e ?



Civic  O rg a n izin g  b a s e d  o n  Da t a  t o  Bu ild  Cro s s  Se c t o r  Ba s e

Ma p p in g  b y AIS Exp lo re r De m on s t ra t e s  Effic a c y o f Cross  Se c t o r Ba se



Civic  Org a n izin g  - Go ve rn m e n t  a n d  Cit ize n  P a rt n e rs h ip s



Bu ild in g  a  Lo c a l Civic  P rid e a ro u n d  P re s e rvin g  
W a t e r  Q u a lit y  - O u t c o m e s

Min n e s o t a  La k e s  a n d  Rive rs  Ad vo c a t e s  is c o n ve n in g  
c ivic  p ilo t s a ro u n d  Aq u a t ic  In va sive  Sp e c ie s (AIS) 
p re ve n t io n  a n d  t h e  St o p  St a rry St o n e w o rt  P ro g ra m .

Th e se  g ro u p s:
● In c re a se  lo c a l a w a re n e ss o f st a rry st o n e w o rt
● Ra m p  Im p ro ve m e n t s - sig n a g e  u p d a t e s
● En c o u ra g e  b o a t e rs t o  u se  FREE W a t e rle ss Bo a t  

Cle a n in g  Syst e m s t o  Cle a n , Dra in  a n d  Dry
● Ra m p  u p  la ke  m o n it o rin g  fo r e a rly d e t e c t io n  -

St a rry Tre k
● P ro m o t e  DNR Co m m u n it y Ba se d  So c ia l Ma rke t in g  

- Ta ke  t h e  P le d g e
● De ve lo p  n e w  m a n a g e m e n t  st ra t e g ie s - Dive r 

Assist e d  Su c t io n  Ha rve st  - DASH, sm o t h e rin g , 
h a n d  p u llin g  p ro t o c o ls



O u t c o m e s  t o  Da t e

● 27  W a t e rle s s  Cle a n in g  St a t io n s  In s t a lle d ,
● 22,24 4  in d ivid u a l t o o l u s e s  t o  d a t e ,
● Ove r 50  p u b lic  m e e t in g s ,
● Ove r 25 Civic  Org a n izin g  Me e t in g s ,
● Dire c t  Em a il Co m m u n ic a t io n s  (18 7  La k e  

As s o c ia t io n s  & 23,4 4 5 s h o re lin e  o w n e rs  in  a re a s  
im p a c t e d  b y SSW ),

● Do u b le d  P a rt ic ip a t io n  in  MN DNR “Ta k e  t h e  
P le d g e ” t o  Cle a n , Dra in , Dry,

● Do ze n s  o f a rt ic le s  a b o u t  St o p  St a rry in  la k e  
a s s o c ia t io n  n e w s le t t e rs  a n d  lo c a l/s t a t e  m e d ia ,

● As s o c ia t io n  o f Ca s s  Co u n t y La k e s  in s t a lls  50  “b o a t  
c le a n in g  t o o l b a rs  & s ig n a g e ,”

● P ro m o t io n  o f “St a rry Tre k ,” in c re a s e d  m o n it o rin g ,
● De ve lo p m e n t  & t e s t in g  o f m a n a g e m e n t  p ro t o c o ls



Em e rg in g  Is s u e s

● 10  a d d it io n a l w a t e rc ra ft  c le a n in g  s t a t io n s  
t o  c o ve r b o t h  (3) u n p ro t e c t e d  a c c e s s e s  
a n d  (7 ) p o t e n t ia l n e w  d is c o ve rie s  o f s t a rry 
s t o n e w o rt  in fe s t a t io n s  o ve r n e xt  3 ye a rs .

● Exp a n d  a n d  fo c u s  Civic  Org a n izin g  e ffo rt s  
fo r a n  a d d it io n a l 3 ye a rs ,

● Exp a n d  Civic  Le a d e rs h ip  De ve lo p m e n t  fo r 
Su s t a in a b ilit y o f p ro je c t



Th a n k  Yo u  - Qu e s t io n s ?


	Stop Starry Stonewort Program
	Overview
	Minnesota: Land of… Boats.
	Starry Stonewort Damages Aquatic Ecosystems
	$5.5 Billion 28,000 MN jobs Future of lake ecology
	In Minnesota, it is illegal to transport AIS
	90%
	Costs of Management - Lake Koronis, MN
	Prevention is Powerful - MN is just entering containment phase of starry stonewort management
	2021 - Extent of Spread
	2024 - Extent of Spread
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Civic Organizing based on Data to Build Cross Sector Base
	Slide Number 15
	Building a Local Civic Pride around Preserving Water Quality - Outcomes
	Outcomes to Date
	Emerging Issues
	Slide Number 19

