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116P.01 FINDINGS.

The legislature finds that all Minnesotans share the responsibility to ensure wise stewardship

of the state's environment and natural resources for the benefit of current citizens and future
generations. Proper management of the state's environment and natural resources includes and
requires foresight, planning, and long-term activities that allow the state to preserve its high
quality environment and provides for wise use of its natural resources. The legislature also finds
that to undertake such activities properly, a long-term, consistent, and stable source of funding
must be provided.

History: /1988 c 690 art 155

116P.02 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Applicability. The definitions in this section apply to this chapter.

Subd. 2.[Repealed, 2006 ¢ 243 s 22]

Subd. 3. Board. "Board" means the State Board of Investment.

Subd. 4. Commission. "Commission" means the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources. '

Subd. 5. Natural resources. "Natural resources" includes the outdoor recreation system
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under section 86A.04 and regional recreation open space systems as defined under section
473.351, subdivision 1.

Subd. 6. Trust fund. "Trust fund" means the Minnesota environment and natural resources
trust fund established under Minnesota Constitution, article X1, section 14.
History: 1988 ¢ 690 art 15 6; 1989 ¢ 335 art 15 269, 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 5 146; 2006 ¢ 243 5 2

116P.03 TRUST FUND NOT TO SUPPLANT EXISTING FUNDING; APPROPRIATIONS.
(a) The trust fund may not be used as a substitute for traditional sources of funding

environmental and natural resources activities, but the trust fund shall supplement the traditional
sources, including those sources used to support the criteria in section 116P.08, subdivision 1.
The trust fund must be used primarily to support activities whose benefits become available

only over an extended period of time.

(b) The commission must determine the amount of the state budget spent from traditional

sources to fund environmental and natural resources activities before and after the trust fund

is established and include a comparison of the amount in the report under section 116P.09,
subdivision 7. ~

(c) For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and each year thereafter, the amount of the
environment and natural resources trust fund that is available for appropriation under the terms of
the Minnesota Constitution, article X1, section 14, shall be appropriated by law.

(d) The amount appropriated from the environment and natural resources trust fund may be

spent only for the public purpose of protection, conservation, preservation, and enhancement of
the state's air, water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural resources. Recommendations made by
the commission under this chapter must be consistent with the Minnesota Constitution, article X1,
section 14; this chapter; and the strategic plan adopted under section 116P.08, subdivision 3, and
must demonstrate a direct benefit to the state's environment and natural resources.

History: 1988 ¢ 690 art 1 5 7; 2006 ¢ 243 s 3

116P.04 TRUST FUND ACCOUNT.

Subdivision 1. Establishment of account and investment. A Minnesota environment
and natural resources trust fund, under article X1, section 14, of the Minnesota Constitution, is
established as an account in the state treasury. The commissioner of finance shall credit to the
trust fund the amounts authorized under this section and section 116P.10. The State Board of
Investment shall ensure that trust fund money is invested under section 11A.24. All money
earned by the frust fund must be credited to the trust fund. The principal of the trust fund and any
unexpended earnings must be invested and reinvested by the State Board of Investment.

Subd. 2.[Repealed, 1990 ¢ 610 art 1 s 59]

Subd. 3. Revenue. Nothing in sections 116P.01 to 116P.12 limits the source of contributions
to the trust fund.

Subd. 4. Gifts and donations. Gifts and donations, including land or interests in land, may
be made to the trust fund. Noncash gifts and donations must be disposed of for cash as soon as the
board prudently can maximize the value of the gift or donation. Gifts and donations of marketable
securities may be held or be disposed of for cash at the option of the board. The cash receipts of
gifts and donations of cash or capital assets and marketable securities disposed of for cash must
be credited immediately to the principal of the trust fund. The value of marketable securities at
the time the gift or donation is made must be credited to the principal of the trust fund and any
earnings from the marketable securities are earnings of the trust fund.

Subd. 5. Audits required. The legislative auditor shall audit trust fund expenditures to
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ensure that the money is spent for the purposes for which the money was appropriated.
History: 71988 ¢ 690 art 15 8, 1990 ¢ 610 art 1 s 44, 1991 ¢ 343 5 1; 2006 ¢ 243 5 4

116P.0S LEGISLATIVE-CITIZEN COMMISSION ON MINNESOTA RESOURCES.

Subdivision 1. Membership. (a) A Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources
of 17 members is created in the legislative branch, consisting of the chairs of the house and senate
committees on environment and natural resources finance or designees appointed for the terms
of the chairs, four members of the senate appointed by the Subcommittee on Committees of the
Committee on Rules and Administration, and four members of the house appointed by the speaker.
At least two members from the senate and two members from the house must be from
the minority caucus. Members are entitled to reimbursement for per diem expenses plus travel
expenses incurred in the services of the commission.
Seven citizens are members of the commission, five appointed by the governor, one
appointed by the Senate Subcommittee on Committees of the Committee on Rules and
Administration, and one appointed by the speaker of the house. The citizen members are selected
and recommended to the appointing authorities according to subdivision 1a and must:
(1) have experience or expertise in the science, policy, or practice of the protection,
conservation, preservation, and enhancement of the state's air, water, land, fish, wildlife, and
other natural resources;
(2) have strong knowledge in the state's environment and natural resource issues around the
state; and
(3) have demonstrated ability to work in a collaborative environment.
(b) Members shall develop procedures to elect a chair that rotates between legislative and
citizen members. The chair shall preside and convene meetings as often as necessary to conduct
duties prescribed by this chapter.
(c) Appointed legislative members shall serve on the commission for two-year terms,
beginning in January of each odd-numbered year and continuing through the end of December
of the next even-numbered year. Citizen and legislative members continue to serve until their
SuCcessors are appointed.
(d) A citizen member may be removed by an appointing authority for cause. Vacancies
occurring on the commission shall not affect the authority of the remaining members of the
commission to carry out their duties, and vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of the term in
the same manner under paragraph (a).
(e) Citizen members shall be initially appointed according to the following schedule of terms:
(1) two members appointed by the governor for a term ending the first Monday in January
2010;
(2) one member appointed by the senate Subcommittee on Committees of the Committee on
Rules and Administration for a term ending the first Monday in January 2010 and one member
appointed by the speaker of the house for a term ending the first Monday in January 2010;
(3) two members appointed by the governor for a term ending the first Monday in January
2009; and
(4) one member appointed by the governor for a term ending the first Monday in January
2008.
() Citizen members are entitled to per diem and reimbursement for expenses incurred in the
services of the commission, as provided in section 15.059, subdivision 3.
(g) The governor's appointments are subject to the advice and consent of the senate.

Subd. 1a. Citizen selection committee. The governor shall appoint a Trust Fund Citizen
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Selection Committee of five members who come from different regions of the state and who have
knowledge and experience of state environment and natural resource issues.

The duties of the Trust Fund Citizen Selection Committee shall be to:

(1) identify citizen candidates to be members of the commission as part of the open

appointments process under section 15.0597;

(2) request and review citizen candidate applications to be members of the commission; and

(3) interview the citizen candidates and recommend an adequate pool of candidates to be

selected for commission membership by the governor, the senate, and the house of representatives.
Members are entitled to travel expenses incurred to fulfill their duties under this subdivision

as provided in section 15.059, subdivision 6.

Subd. 2. Duties. (a) The commission shall recommend an annual legislative bill for ‘
appropriations from the environment and natural resources trust fund and shall adopt a strategic
plan as provided in section 116P.08. Approval of the recommended legislative bill requires an
affirmative vote of at least 12 members of the commission.

(b) The commission shall recommend expenditures to the legislature from the state land and
water conservation account in the natural resources fund.

(c) It is a condition of acceptance of the appropriations made from the Minnesota environment
and natural resources trust fund, and oil overcharge money under section 4.071, subdivision 2,
that the agency or entity receiving the appropriation must submit a work program and semiannual
progress reports in the form determined by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota
Resources, and comply with applicable reporting requirements under section 116P.16. None of the
money provided may be spent unless the commission has approved the pertinent work program.
(d) The peer review panel created under section 116P.08 must also review, comment, and
report to the commission on research proposals applying for an appropriation from the oil
overcharge money under section 4.071, subdivision 2.

(e) The commission may adopt operating procedures to fulfill its duties under this chapter.

(f) As part of the operating procedures, the commission shall:

(1) ensure that members' expectations are to participate in all meetings related to funding
decision recommendations;

(2) recommend adequate funding for increased citizen outreach and communications for

trust fund expenditure planning;

(3) allow administrative expenses as part of individual project expenditures based on need;

(4) provide for project outcome evaluation;

(5) keep the grant application, administration, and review process as simple as possible; and
(6) define and emphasize the leveraging of additional sources of money that project

proposers should consider when making trust fund proposals.

Subd. 3. Sunset. This section expires June 30, 2016, unless extended by law.

History: /1988 ¢ 690 art 1 s 9, 1989 ¢ 335 art 15 269, 1990 ¢ 594 art 1 s 56; 1991 ¢ 254 art
2539, 1991 ¢34352;, 1993 ¢ 4515, 1994 ¢ 580 1; 1997 ¢ 202 art 2 5 36; 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 §
147, 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 25 135, 2006 c 2435 5

116P.06 [Repealed, 2006 ¢ 243 s 22]
116P.07 INFORMATION GATHERING.
The commission may convene public forums or employ other methods to gather information

for establishing priorities for funding.
History: 1988 ¢ 690 art 15 11, 1991 ¢ 254 art 25 41; 1991 ¢ 343 5 4; 2002 ¢ 2255 2;
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